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IAAI News 

Maharashtra State unit of  IATA Agents Association of India (IAAI), held its Annual General 

Body Meeting on Friday, 07AUG15, at The Peninsula Grand, Mumbai. Present at the meeting 

were Mr. Biji Eapen, National President of IAAI, Mr. D. L. Jekannathan, General Secretary and 

Mr. Sal Saldanha, National Treasurer.  

In preparation for the Bi-Annual Convention and National Elections due later this year, State 

Elections were conducted and the following were elected unanimously as the office bearers 

for the State Committee:  

1. President   :  Mr. Chetankumar Momaya 

2. Vice President  :  Mr. Devendra Ghule  

3. Vice President  :  Ms. Aruna Shetty 

4. Secretary   :  Mr. Chetan Gandhi 

5. Jt. Secretary   :  Mr. Manish Singhal 

6. Treasurer   :  Mr. Siddharth Shah 

7. Tourism Co-ordinator  : Mr. Anil Gupta 

8. Member   :  Ms. Nilu Bhatt 

9. Member     :  Mr. Surendra Naik 

In his annual report, State President, Mr. Chetan Momaya highlighted the activities of the As-

sociation and impressive growth of 65% in membership in Maharashtra. He pointed out that 

this is a clear indication of the confidence the Travel Fraternity has in IAAI.  

National President Mr. Biji Eapen briefed the well attended audience (over 125 Agents), 

about the concerted efforts, IAAI is making to ensure that the TRAVEL AGENT remains rele-

vant even today and his rights are protected at all costs.  

Cocktails and Dinner followed after Business Presentations and networking.  

Event clicks are on Page 2…. 
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Jet Airways with Virgin Atlantic expands code-share to 4 

more cities  

Virgin Atlantic has expanded code-share agreement 

with Jet Airways, which will see the airline offering 

new travel options to four Indian cities— Ben-

galuru, Hyderabad, Chennai and Kolkata. The flights will be connecting 

between Delhi and London Heathrow service, and Indian domestic code-

share flights operated by Jet Airways. The extended agreement will offer 

customers the convenience of having all of their boarding passes issued at the originating 

airport, whether their travel originates in the India or UK. Virgin Atlantic operates a daily 

service between Delhi and London Heathrow on a Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner, the newest air-

craft in its fleet. Virgin Atlantic currently has six Boeing 787-9s in its fleet and is expecting 

11 more by the end of 2018.  
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Jet Airways & South African Airways code-share agreement 

on trunk routes  

South African Airways (SA) and Jet Airways (9W) have entered 

into a new code-share agreement that will support the airlines’ 

trunk routes between Johannesburg (JNB)-Abu Dhabi (AUH), and 

the connections from AUH to the five major points in India. SAA 

code-shares on 9W’s connecting operations between Abu Dhabi 

and Mumbai (BOM), Delhi (DEL), Benglauru (BLR), Hyderabad 

(HYD) and Chennai (MAA). In turn, 9W code-shares on South African Airways’ flights be-

tween Abu Dhabi and Johannesburg and to Cape Town (CPT) and Durban (DUR). Tickets on 

these code-share flights will be available on sale post government approval, with travel ef-

fective from August 13, 2015. 
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Air India Ltd (AI) has announced an enhanced free check-in bag-

gage allowance of 25 kg for passengers travelling in the Economy 

Class in the domestic sectors. All other airlines offer 15 kg free 

baggage. Air India is the only airline to have done so. This offer is 

valid from August 12, 2015 to February 7, 2016, across all fare levels of Economy Class. Pas-

sengers who have booked before August 12, 2015, will also get the benefit of the increased 

allowance. Passengers travelling on Alliance Air flights and connecting to Air India flights and 

vice versa will also be eligible for this offer. However, this offer will not be available for pas-

sengers travelling exclusively on Alliance Air flights.  

Air India to allow 25 kg free baggage on domestic flights 

till Feb 7, 2016  
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Cathay Pacific & Dragonair offer discounted fares for 

flights from India  

Cathay Pacific Airways and Dragonair have introduced ‘The Freedom 

to Fly’ for Premium Economy passengers, wherein the airlines are 

offering up to five per cent discount on tickets on routes from India 

to Hong Kong and to destinations in North America, Asia, Australia, 

and New Zealand. Bookings can be made this month for travel between September 1 and No-

vember 30, 2015.  
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Aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 

has asked airlines to stop allowing excessive duty free material 

and extra crew baggage on board, as part of its efforts to en-

sure efficient fuel management during flights. Besides, the car-

riers are now required to avoid “unwanted extra weight” in or-

der to curb additional fuel burn. The latest directive is part of a 

detailed circular on ‘Climate Change Initiatives and Local Air Quality Monitoring in Civil Avia-

tion’.  According to DGCA, carriers should avoid additional fuel burn, on account of unwanted 

extra weight. “Carriage of items like old magazines and newspapers, excess duty free mate-

rial, extra water in the tanks not required for the flight, pillows and blankets, excessive crew 

baggage, extra airline magazines, empty baggage and cargo containers, etc. shall be avoided 

on board the aircraft. Moisture accumulation in the aircraft insulation, accumulation of dirt 

both inside and outside the aircraft shall also be avoided. Whenever practicable, the flight 

crew should follow an uninterrupted descent profile from cruise altitude, without the use of 

thrust or speed brakes, until reaching the final approach stabilization altitude.  The flight 

crew shall also adhere to the computed descent speeds and monitor the descent profile for 

any adjustments, if any.  Among others, foreign-registered airlines operating to/from India 

are exempted from these requirements.  Apart from airlines, DGCA has asked airport oper-

ates to manage emissions by utilizing best practices, including use of renewable energy.  

Meanwhile, airport operators have been asked to set up monitoring stations to asses local air 

quality as well as identify the pollutants.  They should also collect “air quality data” and sub-

mit the same on annual basis to the DGCA.   

DGCA asks airlines to avoid excessive duty free items on 

board 
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SpiceJet Ltd will operate new flights in its winter schedule ef-

fective from October 25, 2015. SpiceJet will deploy its Boeing 

737-800 aircraft for all the additional flights launched in this 

new schedule.  SpiceJet will introduce daily direct flights be-

tween Goa and Ahmedabad. The airline has also increased flights between Mumbai and Ah-

medabad (second flight added), Mumbai and Chennai (second flight added), Delhi and Ah-

medabad (second flight added), Delhi and Chennai (third flight added), Chennai and Madurai 

(third flight added), Mumbai and Goa (third flight added), Kochi and Hyderabad (twice daily), 

Chennai and Coimbatore (twice daily). The airline has also increased flights between Delhi 

and Goa by adding a third flight on every Saturday.  

 

SpiceJet adds new flights to winter schedule 2015 
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Flight details : 

Flight No. Origin Destination Departure Arrival Frequency 

618 Ahmedabad Mumbai 17:40 19:05 Daily 

615 Mumbai Ahmedabad 11:00 12:15 Daily 

531 Ahmedabad Goa 12:45 14:35 Daily 

522 Goa Ahmedabad 15:05 16:55 Daily 

611 Mumbai Chennai 7:35 9:35 Daily 

612 Chennai Mumbai 20:05 22:05 Daily 

191 Delhi Ahmedabad 6:10 7:45 Daily 

192 Ahmedabad Delhi 21:10 22:45 Daily 

103 Delhi Chennai 13:35 16:20 Daily 

104 Chennai Delhi 13:25 16:15 Daily 

611 Chennai Madurai 10:15 11:20 Daily 

104 Madurai Chennai 11:50 12:55 Daily 

177 Delhi Goa 8:35 11:10 Saturday 

178 Goa Delhi 11:40 14:10 Saturday 

611 Goa Mumbai 5:45 6:55 Daily 

612 Mumbai Goa 22:40 23:55 Daily 

126 Kochi Hyderabad 9:15 11:00 Daily 

421 Hyderabad Kochi 7:15 8:45 Daily 

501 Chennai Coimbatore 9:05 10:05 Daily 

502 Coimbatore Chennai 10:35 11:35 Daily 



Kochi becomes India’s first city to get membership of 

World Tourism Cities Federation  

Kochi now has the distinction of becoming the first In-

dian city to be granted membership of Beijing-

headquartered World Tourism Cities Federation 

(WTCF) Council with Kerala’s Tourism Department ac-

cepting the invitation to join its league of leading tour-

ism cities across the world. WTCF is a non-profit, non-

governmental international organisation voluntarily formed by tourism cities and organiza-

tions of various countries and regions from around the world. The WTCF was founded in Bei-

jing on September I5, 2012, and is the first international tourism organisation to focus on cit-

ies in the world.  
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Oakwood Residence Kapil Hyderabad now open  

Oakwood Residence Kapil Hyderabad has been launched as Hydera-

bad’s first international serviced apartment. Oakwood is the Brand of 

Oakwood Worldwide, a 55-year old leading provider of corporate 

housing and serviced apartment solutions company based in Los An-

geles. In partnership with the Kapil Group, the property in this city is 

known as Oakwood Residence Kapil Hyderabad. Centrally situated in 

Gachibowli, the financial districtthe property is a 30-minute drive from Rajiv Gandhi Interna-

tional Airport. Located on the Outer Ring Road, it is well-connected to the city's elite corpo-

rate hubs like Hitec City, shopping arcades, heritage sites and commercial destinations, en-

suring that all one needs is well within reach. Alongside being, reportedly, the first serviced 

apartments operated by an international brand, Oakwood Residence Kapil Hyderabad is also 

the only serviced apartments to have fully equipped western style kitchens, the only serviced 

apartments to offer duplex apartments in the city and the only property in Hyderabad with 

pet-friendly policies. Oakwood Residence Kapil Hyderabad provides 158 spacious residence 

units containing facilities and amenities. The units include six duplexes, unique in Hydera-

bad. Oakwood Residence Kapil Hyderabad is also the only property in Gachibowli and Hitec-

City to offer pet friendly policies.  

Source  :  Travelbizmonitor.com 
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Starwood launches Four Points brand in Istanbul, Turkey  

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide accelerated growth in Turkey 

with the opening of Four Points Istanbul Dudullu. Located in the 

heart of Dudullu – Istanbul’s largest industrial zone – the hotel is on 

the Asian side of the city with easy access to the Trans-European Mo-

torway (TEM) and only a 20-minute drive from Sabiha Gökçen International Airport (SAW). 

the new Four Points hotel features 182 guest rooms, casual dining at The Restaurant, seven 

meeting spaces totaling 224 square meters, and a fitness center. Guests can enjoy all of the 

brand’s popular amenities including fast and free WiFi throughout the hotel, complimentary 

bottled water, and a chance to sample authentic local craft beers as part of the signature Best 

Brews programme.   
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UK has been included among the 36 new countries that will be 

offered the Indian electronic tourist visa (e-Tourist Visa). UK 

nationals will be offered the visa starting from August 15, tak-

ing the number of nations being offered the facility to 113. 

Other European countries to be added to the list from next 

week include Belgium, Hungary, Ireland, Monaco, the Nether-

lands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden. The e-Tourist Visa will allow British nationals 

flying to India for tourism and recreational purposes to apply and pay for their visa online 

and carry a printout as proof. With this addition, the total count of countries under the 

scheme will go up to 113. Since the launch of the scheme on November 27, 2014, more than 

200,000 e-Tourist Visas have been issued. It is expected that this substantial addition of 

countries and the seven airports (to the current nine) will give a big boost to the tourism in-

dustry in the country. E-visa applicants will be expected to apply online a minimum of four 

days before the date of travel and the cost of the visa is around USD 60, with a validity of 30 

days from the date of arrival in India.  

India starts e-Tourist Visa to UK  nationals starting from 

Independence Day  

Visa NewsVisa NewsVisa NewsVisa News    
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Thailand has given the green light to multiple-entry, six-month visas 

for all, which is expected is to be a huge boost for tourism. The facil-

ity will be effective within 60 days. The visa will be available for citi-

zens of all countries and allows multiple entry during the six-month 

validity. It plans to charge THB 5,000 for the visa, while the current 

one-month visa will still be offered at THB 1,000. The new visa strat-

egy is part of Thailand's three-year tourism development master plan, which is to relax some 

travel conditions to boost Inbound Tourism and promote sustainable development. Thailand 

recently signed a reciprocal agreement to waive entry visas with Myanmar.  

Thailand gives approval for multiple-entry, 6-months visas 

for all nationalities  



Wisteria Flower Tunnel at Kawachi Fuji Garden 

Kitakyushu, Japan 

Located in the city of Kitakyushu, Japan, Kawachi Fuji Garden is home to an incredible 150 Wis-

teria flowering plants spanning 20 different species. The garden’s main attraction is the Wis-

teria tunnel that allows visitors to walk down an enchanting tunnel exploding with colour. Lo-

cated about 6 hours from Tokyo, the best time to visit is from late April to mid May, typically 

peaking at the end of April. The garden is private so there is an entry fee.   
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Thought for the Fortnight  

The greatest legacy one can pass on to his children & 

grandchildren is not money or other material things, 

but rather a legacy of character, values & faith. 

— Billy Graham 
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Lighter Moments 

 An elderly gentleman had serious hearing problems for a number of 

years. 

 

He went to the doctor and the doctor was able to have him fitted for 

a set of hearing aids that allowed the gentleman to hear 100%. 

 

The elderly gentleman went back in a month to the doctor and the 

doctor said, "Your hearing is perfect. Your family must be really 

pleased that you can hear again." 

 

To which the gentleman said, "Oh, I haven't told my family yet. I just 

sit around and listen to the conversations. I've changed my will three 

times!"  
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IAAI Director Board 

 

1. Mr Biji Eapen, National President   : Speedwings Travel & Cargo 

Pvt.         Ltd., Kochi. 

2. Mr V L Jekannathan, National Gen. Secretary : All India Travel Agency 

(Madurai) Pvt. Ltd., Chennai. 

3. Mr Salvadore Saldanha, National Treasurer : S V Airlinks Pvt Ltd., Mumbai. 

4. Ms Surinder Kumar, Director—NR    : Travelmate India Pvt Ltd., New 

Delhi. 

5. Mr Rajendra Churiwala, Director—ER  : Survottam Travels (P) Ltd., 

Kolkata. 

6. Mr Naresh Rajkotia, Director—WR   : Madhuram Travels & Tours, 

         Mumbai. 

                 Newsletter Editor        Asst Editor 

                  Devendra Ghule                       Saras Deshpande 

Sudin Travels & Forex Pvt Ltd., Pune 

 

We welcome your suggestions to improve this newsletter.  

The same may be forwarded to iaai.pune@iaai.in 

In case you do not receive any issue of the Newsletter, the same 

can be viewed on the IAAI website : www.iaai.in 
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